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A new European partnership in the 3D printing sector
The 3D printer manufacturer, German RepRap, and the new French operator in additive
manufacturing, Kimya, are concluding a new partnership.
Two key operators in the additive manufacturing sector in Europe
The company German RepRap specialises in 3D printing solutions. Continually striving to
innovate, it is notably the first German company to launch a large-capacity 3D printer for
industrial demands with the x1000. Kimya, a business unit of the French industrial group
Armor, was launched three years ago with the production of eco-designed 3D filaments.
Originally known as Armor 3D, it recently changed its name into Kimya to reflect its new offer.
Today the French 3D specialist markets a dozen 3D filaments supported by a range of services
and R&D related to additive manufacturing.
A new partnership
With the force of their respective experience, the two operators are now establishing a
partnership to offer industrial users a complete solution via a high performance 3D printer and
hi-tech materials. The PEKK Carbon filaments produced by Kimya have been approved for
use with all of German RepRap's printers. Pierre-Antoine Pluvinage, Development Manager at
Kimya, states: "The objective is to optimise utilisation of the printer and materials in order to
offer enhanced results in response to our customers' specified requirements."
Concrete application for industry
In November 2017, at the Formnext exhibition in Frankfurt, the x500 printer of German RepRap
printed an intake manifold for a vintage car using the PEKK Carbon from Kimya. This hi-tech
material is printed at 360°C and offers exceptionally high mechanical and thermal properties.
This 3D printer/material combination has already aroused interest among manufacturers to
produce finished product parts using 3D printing, notably Airbus, which has invested in a
German RepRap x500 printer and Kimya filaments.
About Armor
Armor is the global market leader in the coating of Thermal Transfer ribbons for printing on packaging and
barcode labels, the European market leader in the production of inkjet cartridges and France’s largest seller
of remanufactured laser cartridges. This specialist in printing consumables and coated films for the renewable
energies market is proud to promote its business model focussing on innovation, industrial hi-tech expertise
and the personal development of its employees. With turnover of €256m, ARMOR spends €13m each year
in France on R&D. Its 1,850 employees are spread across 26 industrial and logistics sites worldwide, of which
850 are based in France.
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